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Chestnut Hil l Health Care Foundatio n 
Suppor ts NIM  Older Adult  In iti ative

One of the greatest chall enges facing 
aging adults today is how to “age 
in place,” or to re main li vin g in the 
homes they’v e known for years, while 
maintainin g access to the services 
they wi ll  need to liv e with dig nit y and 
remain independent.  

NIM  has brought together a broad group 
of service providers to 
participate in a new 
and excit ing Netwo rk 
for  Older Adult  Livin g, 
wit h fundi ng from the 
Chestnut Hil l Health 
Care Foundation 
(CHHC).  This networ k 
wil l pr ovide a “one-
stop-shop” for seniors 
liv ing in northwest 
Philadelphia and eastern 
Montgomery Count y, 
their famili es, and 
caregivers to ! nd the 
resources they need to 
liv e longer in t heir own ho mes.

Seven commun ity  agencies that suppor t 
older adults have come together wi th 
NIM  to make this project a reality (see 
box).

Accord ing to CHH C, “A recent 
demographic analysis of 
the communi ties served 
by the Foundation reveals 
that not only is its servi ce 
area heavi ly populated 
wit h the elderly, but also 
some of the zip  codes 
represent disproporti onate 
numbers of elderly  not 
only li vin g alone, but 
below the poverty level. 
The Foundation funds numerous 
programs designed to help the elderly  
liv e independently by provid ing in home 
services, from meals, to home safety 
assessment and abatement, to social 

service visits, to passive monit ori ng 
services.”

“We  are very pleased wi th ... the 
int eraction and cooperation  of t he 
agencies whi ch have joined together 
to create th is program,”  said Susan 
Hansen, Executiv e Di rector  of t he 
Foundatio n.

The Netwo rk wil l be launched soon 
wit h a 20-hour-per-week inf ormation, 
consultation and referral hotli ne.  
Dur ing the hours that the phone li ne is 
not manned by a live person, a taped 
message wi ll  give phone numbers to be 
used in case of emergency, ask for the 
caller’s name and phone number, and 

state clearly at what time the retur n call  
wil l be made.

The Netwo rk wil l also include an 
int eractive onl ine li sting of resources 

Old er Adu lt Resource Net wor k Partn ers:

Center in t he Park
Chestnut Hil l Senio r Servi ces Center

May or’s Commis sion on A gin g
Nei ghborhood In terfai th Mov ement

New  Court land Elder Servi ces
Senior s in Partnership Across the North west

Uni tarian Unive rsalis t Ho use
Vis iti ng Nur ses Associat ion  of Phil adelph ia and Mo ntgomery County

available to senior residents of the 
service area.  The listing wil l in clude, but 
not be limi ted to:
• Senior Centers
• Nu rsing Hom es
• Me dical Care Deliv ery Sites, physician 
practices, clini cs, nurse practiti oner sites, 
etc.
• As sisted Livin g Sites

• Ho me Care
• Ph ysical Therapy Sites
• Ho spitals
• Tr anspor tation
• Ut ili ty Assistance
• Me als
• Respite Care
• Pu bli c Program 
Eligibili ty
• El der Law
• Ex ercise and Leisure
• Vo lun teer Help
• Vo lun teerin g Resources

The plans for years 
two  and three of the 

Networ k for Ol der Adult  Livin g are 
equally ambit ious and excit ing.  In 
the second year of the program, wi th 
continued support  from the Chestnut  
Hil l Health Care Foundation, NIM  wi ll  
hir e a Geriatri c Social Worker to prov ide 
more extensive personalized assistance 

via phone call s and site 
visits.  Staff wi ll  also 
wor k wi th congregations 
and other communi ty 
organizations to create 
a vibrant volunteer 
pool and a speakers’ 
bureau for the pl anning 
and presentation of 
wor kshops on topics of 
int erest to older adults.  

For more inf ormation about the Netwo rk 
for  Older Adult  Livin g, please contact 
Lin da Brunn at 215-843-5600, extension 
127 or lbrunn@nim-phil a.org.



FROM  THE EXECUTIVE  D IRECTOR
NIM MEMBERS

CONGREGATIONS

Berachah Baptist Church
Bethel Deliverance International Church
Calvary Episcopal Church, Germantown

Canaan Baptist Church of NW Philadelphia
Chestnut Hill Friends Meeting

Chestnut Hill United Methodist Church
Christ Ascension Lutheran Church

Christ Church and St. Michael’s
Church of St. Martin in-the-Fields

Church of St. Vincent de Paul
Church of the Annunciation

Enon Tabernacle Baptist Church
First Presbyterian Church in Germantown

First United Methodist Church of 
Germantown

Full Gospel Worship Center
Germantown Church of the Brethren

Germantown Community Presbyterian 
Church

Germantown Jewish Centre
Germantown Mennonite Church
Germantown Monthly Meeting 

Grace Baptist Church of Germantown
Grace Epiphany Episcopal Church

Green Street Monthly Meeting
Holy Cross Roman Catholic Church

Immaculate Conception Church
Janes Memorial United Methodist Church

Masjid Muhammad
Masjidullah

Memorial Church of the Good Shepherd
Mishkan Shalom

Mt. Airy Church of God in Christ
Mt. Airy Presbyterian Church

Mt. Zion Baptist Church of Germantown
New Covenant Church of Philadelphia

Oak Lane Presbyterian Church
Oxford Presbyterian Church

P’nai Or Religious Fellowship
Presbyterian Church of Chestnut Hill

Providence Baptist Church
Second Baptist Church of Germantown

St. Luke’s Episcopal Church, Germantown
St. Madeleine Sophie Roman Catholic Church

St. Michael’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church

Summit Presbyterian Church
Trinity Lutheran Church

Unitarian Society of Germantown
Unitarian Universalist  Church of the 

Restoration

Faith-Based Organizations
BuildaBridge International

Cecilian Center for Earth, Arts, and Spirit
Lutheran Theological Seminary of 

Philadelphia
Northwest Philadelphia Interfaith Hospitality 

Network
Reconstructionist Rabbinical College

Sisters of Saint Joseph
Urban Resources Development Corporation

Whosoever Gospel Mission
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Neighborhood Interfaith Movement is an  
alliance of over 50 faith institutions and  
congregations - Protestant, Catholic, Jewish, 
Muslim and Unitarian - engaged in advocacy  
and service in the Northwest and the wider 
Philadelphia community.

Shira Badanes, a staff member who 
teaches our Child hood Development 
Associate (CDA)  classes, just stuck her 
head in my do or to say, “You had an 
exciti ng meetin g last night.” We w ere 
both in t he of! ce ti ll  around 9 o’clock, 
she teaching 25 enthusiastic wom en 
wor kin g hard to get their credenti als, 
and I meeting wit h our Marti n Lu ther 
Kin g Celebration  planning committ ee. 
“It  certainl y was a fantastic meeting,” I 
replied.

In fact, there’s a lot of enthusiasm around 
NIM  these days, and if it all pa ns out the 
way we hope, you – our supporters – will  
be joining us in some exciti ng wor k that, 
in its own way, wil l move us all towards 
creating that “b eloved communi ty”  that 
Dr. King dreamed of.

The King commit tee itself is busy 
planning NI M’s 25th celebration of his 
lif e and work. Picking up on the theme 
of the 2008 Mar tin  Luther Ki ng Day of 
Service – enviro nmental ju stice – we’re 
hard at work developing mechanisms 
whereby our fa ith  communi ties can 
ful ! l l their oblig ations to be good 
stewards of all of God’s creation – the 
globe itself and the neighborhood 
environments in which we l ive. We 
imagine that, if D r. Kin g were alive 
today, he’d be helping us recognize that 
imp rov ing the envi ronment – the water, 
air, and soil – and improvin g lives are 
inextr icably  li nked. So, for example, 
bui ldi ng a communi ty vegetable 
garden cleans up ugli ness, provid es 
an opportuni ty for  neighbors to work 
together, and grows food whi ch can 

imp rove the health of adul ts and child ren. 
All  of which adds a litt le hope to people’s 
liv es. If you are part of a congregation that’s 
engaged in envi ronmental justice, please 
take a moment to let me know what you’re 
doi ng (geostern@nim-phil a.org or 215-
843-5600, ext. 101). If your congregation is 
not doing anyth ing li ke thi s yet, but you’d  
lik e to help spearhead an effort, please 
let me know. Let’s make thi s NIM M emo 
int eractive" 

For older adult s, liv ing in Northwest 
Philadelphia can be very challenging. On 
one hand, there are many resources here. 
On the other hand, accessing them can 
be daunti ng: transpor tation is not always 
readil y available, our sidewalks are often 
not navig able, some parts of the area suffer 
from crime, our old housing stock requir es 
extra maintenance, our lawns need mowi ng 
and our sidewalks plowi ng, shopping is 
not accessible – and keeping up to date 
about where to get help can seem almost 
imp ossible.

That’s why we are so excited about the 
Net wor k for Ol der Adult  Liv ing  that, 
together wit h a growi ng number of 
partners (see cover story) we are starti ng 
wit h the enthusiastic suppor t of the 
Chestnut Hil l Health Care Foundation. By 
the time you read thi s, the Netwo rk wil l 
be bene! tin g from the expertise of Angel 
Recchia, former General Counsel at the 
Senior  Law Center and a Germantown 
resident, who wi ll  assume responsibil ity  
for  sett ing up a one-stop shop to whi ch 
older adults can turn for  referrals to various 
sources of assistance. We envision thi s 
Networ k as part of a broader effor t to make 
it easier for older adult s to age in place. 
We imagine a panoply of services such 
as educational forums for them, new and 
creative housing arrangements, a system of 
int ergenerational service barterin g (I tutor 
your child , you mow my n eighbor’s lawn,  
and my neighbor takes me shopping), the 
trainin g of “neighborhood connectors” 
inside and outside our congregations to 
help make thi s happen, and more. 

Given tim e and resources, we wil l make 
thi s whole Netwo rk a sustainable part of 
a broader effort  to create a truly  beloved 
commun ity. If you want to li ve in such a 
beloved pl ace, please conti nue to supp ort  
us – and, again, share your thoughts and 
speci! c int erests. 

George



As part of ongoing effor ts to provid e 
imp ortant servi ces for member 
congregations and af! l iates, NIM is 
pleased to i ntr oduce two  new features 
in thi s editi on of the Memo.

Each Memo wil l now sh ine a spotl ight 
on one NIM me mber congregation, its 
programs, communi ty involvement, 
history and other interesting tidbi ts.  
See this issue’s article about Tri nit y 
Lut heran Church and their special 
service for the developmentally 
disabled on the right.

Ano ther new feature is the 
“Co ngregational Highl ights”  
section, that wi ll  offer news from 
NIM  member congregations about 
recent achievements, mil estones and 
successful events.  

The NIM we bsite (www .nim-phil a.
org) now features a “Congregational 
Calendar”  where you can learn about 
upcoming events at NIM member 
congregations.

For more inf ormation about NIM  
member congregations, you can still  
! n d their web addresses on the NIM 
site.

If you would  li ke to see your 
congregation highl ighted in the NIM  
Memo or on the NIM  website, please 
contact Eric Wil den at 215-843-5600, 
Extension 104, or ewil den@nim-phil a.
org.

NIM C ONGREGATIONS  AND  COMMUNITY

submitted by Vicar Cindy Werner

Should  you happen to pass by the open 
doors of Tri nit y Lutheran Church at the 
corner of Queen Lane and Germantown 
Avenue on the second Satur day of any 
month around  4pm, you wi ll  hear the 
joyful  sounds 
of Rejoicing 
Spirit s, a new 
out reach 
min istry 
established 
by Tri nit y 
Lut heran.  

Based on the 
Bible verse, 
“So that there 
should  be no 
div ision in 
the body, but 
that its parts 
should  have 
equal concern 
for  each other,” th is 
min istry was begun at St. 
Paul’s Lutheran Church 
in Lionvi ll e to meet the 
spirit ual needs of our 
brothers and sisters 
wit h developmental 
disabilit ies.  Seeing a 
need for such a ministry  
in its own communi ty, 
Tri nit y has offered thi s 
program locally since 
Apr il.  

The servi ce is adapted to 
engage and incorporate 
ind ivi duals wit h special needs, their 
caregivers and famil ies through music, 
int eractive praise, and parti cipatory 
wor ship.  The acceptin g and welcomin g 
atmosphere makes it an ideal worship 
service for all.  

For more inf ormation, contact Cindy 
Werner at the church of! c e (215-848-
8150) or visit www .rejoicingspiri ts.org.

Trinity Lutheran Church is one of the 
oldest English Lutheran churches in the 
world, founded in 1836.  In addition 
to Rejoicing Spirits, outreach efforts 
include:

Tri nit y Lu theran Hosts Weekl y Servi ce for  
Developmentall y Di sabled

New  Congregatio nal  
Featur es in NIM  Memo

•  Evangelism walks - parishioners walk 
the neighboring streets, stopping to chat, 
give information about what Trinity is 
doing, and provide a visible presence in 
the community.  

•  Dialogue is currently under way 
with NIM to establish 
an ‘open gym’ night 
for community youth 
in Trinity’s basement 
gymnasium.  

•  Trinity is seeking to 
expand its relationship 
with Wister School 
through its Thanksgiving 
and Christmas food 
baskets, book bag 
program which collects 
school supplies and 
! l ls book bags for the 
students, and through 

volunteerism.  

•  “Camp Belief’ is held every Saturday 
during the school year and is open to all 
community youth.  Attendees participate 
in games, craft activities, musical 
instruction, devotions, and life skills 
exercises in everything from con# ict 
resolution to handling peer pressure.

•  Finally, Trinity is looking to expand 
its outreach through a youth choir, and 
by establishing a visitation/worship 
team which will better minister to those 
seniors in day care or in nursing homes.

Now  Avail able on NIM’ s Websi te:

•  Ch ild ren & Famil ies 
Resource Guide

•  Ol der Adult  Resource Guide
•  “I ncrease the Peace” Toolk it for   

     Congregations and Clergy
•  Up coming Events at NIM and 

member congregations
•  NIM “M emo” ar chives 

and colum ns from NIM st aff

Vis it us today at 
www .ni m-phil a.org!



NIM C ONGREGATIONS  AND  COMMUNITY

Youth Connect Theater and Peacemak ing

FUM COG Youth  Travel to N ew Orl eans
submitted by Rev. David Eckert

In July, twelve youth  and eight adult s 
from FUMCOG (First Un ited Methodist 
Church of Germantown) traveled to New 
Orleans.  We worked on two  di fferent 
houses in the neighborhood of New 
Orleans East, wh ich had taken limit ed 
damage from the actual hu rr icane but 
was # ooded wi th 6-8 feet of water a 
day later when the levees containin g an 
industrial canal failed.  

In these houses, we cut and hung dry -
wal l, ! n ished the wall s, and in one 
house, we laid on a ! rst coat of paint.  

Students “Ac t Out for Peace”

Aug ust 9th marked the ! nal 
performance of Act  Out For Peace, a joint  
effort  of Buil daBrid ge International and 
NIM  that focused on explori ng methods 
of con# ict resolution through theater.

The free program inv ited students ages 
eleven to ! fteen to consider the relevance 
of peacemaking skill s in their li ves, and 
wor k col-
lectiv ely 
to develop 
their un-
derstand-
ing of how 
and why 
con# ict 
occurs 
as wel l 
as brain-
storm 
positi ve 
soluti ons.

Sessions 
were led 
alternately 
by a team of four mentors and teacher 
Lisa Jo Epstein, founder and artistic 
director of Gas and Electric Arts, a Mt. 
Airy based theater company.  Epstein 
led the group in theater games and free-
scenes designed to build trust, strengthen 
abilities to work as a team and give 
students opportunities to discuss and 
simulate con# icts in their own lives. 
Sibling rivalry, gossiping among 

CONGREGATIONAL  H IGHLIGHTS

We had excellent leadership fr om the 
Louisiana Conference of the UMC and 
from our own construction crew leaders.  
The youth  worked extremely hard in the 
heat and humid ity  to accomplish their 
goals and help these famili es to return  
home soon.
 

We stayed at St. Marks Commun ity  
Center where we learned about sum-
mer recreation programs, and a girls’ 
mentor ing program servin g youth  who 
surviv ed the hurr icane.  We worshipped 
at St. Marks UMC - Louisiana ‘s only  rec-
oncili ng congregation.  We were given 
a tour of the Lower 9th Ward by Tanya 

Har ris of ACORN.  We shopped in the 
French Quarter and the French Market, 
enjoyed traditional jazz at the histor ic 
Preservation Hall , visited Congo Square 
and Louis Ar mstrong Park, and cruised 
along the riverfront on the steamboat 
“Na tchez.”  We w ere treated to salsa 
dancing lessons by local artist and band 
leader Freddie Omar, and a talent show 
featur ing our own yo uth  and a few 
adventurous adults.  We ate wonderful  
home-cooked meals court esy of Joan 
Farnsworth and Pastor Mi chele Wri ght 
Bartlow, and also sampled po’ boys and 
the local soul food.

friends and arguments with parents 
were common themes for scenes and 
discussion.

The ! nal performance featured impro-
visation, music, poetry and two interac-
tive scenes depicting everyday con# ict. 
Friends and family took part in this per-
formance in which the audience mem-

bers could 
“freeze” 
the actors 
and pro-
vide sug-
gestions 
or insight 
about the 
con# ict 
at hand. 
Together, 
the actors 
and the 
audience 
worked 
through 
the 

con# icts, 
demonstrating the power of collabora-
tion and the effectiveness of art as tools 
for peacemaking.

For more information on NIM’s youth 
programming, contact Stephen Danley at 
215-843-5600, extension 107 or sdanley@
nim-phila.org.

How  is your congregation 
working for envir onmental 
justice?  We want to know"

Sustaining Creation, NIM’s 
environmental task force, 
is looking to connect wi th 

clergy  and lay leaders 
who  are worki ng to 

protect publi c health and 
promote sustainabil ity  

and stewardship  in their 
congregations.

If you are involved in 
environmental justice, 

global warmi ng, recyclin g, 
or other environmental 
campaigns or projects 

wit hin  your congregation, 
please let us know.

Contact An na Guarneri at 
215-843-5600, extension 105, 
or aguarneri@nim-phil a.org.



NIM S UPPORTERS - 2007
Ind ivi dual s

Rebecca Alpert
Ala n An keny
Carol Aro noff
Lou ie Asher
Chelsea Badeau
Jim & Elaine Ball engee
Susan Beetle
Steve & Leigh An ne Bell
Joy A. Bergey
Mark & Li nda Bernstein
Amy  A. Birge
Barbara A. Bloom
Arn old  & Julia Bradburd
Robert J. Brand & El izabeth       
     Werth an
Bernice Bricklin
Ingrid  & Robert Brown
Lin da & Dennis Brunn
Jo & Robert Busser
Don Carli n
Ellen & Eugene Caserta
Walt & Carol  Ceglowsk i
Elizabeth R. Charles
Dor is L. Cli nkscale
Adr ienne D. Cohen
Mil ton Cohen & El ise Bromberg-     
     Cohen
John V. & Charlene Compher
Donna Cotzen
Karen Cromley
Cheryl  Cutrona
Ala n & Katherin e Dawley
Nancy & David  Dearden
Pat DeBrady
Dr. Stanley C. & Beverly 
     Diamond
Wil liam & Barbara Dowdall
C. John Duey & Tara Webb Duey
Lee & Elaine Dushoff
Baderinwa Ellerbee
Ann e & Wi llia m Ewing
Rachel Falkove & Mi chael Masch
David & Bett y Ann Fell ner
Reverend Richard R. & Happy 
     Fernandez
Rita Fitzgerald
Ellen Barber Fonda
Frank & Tess Gerou ld
Ann e Glass
Joshua Goldb lum
Richard & Cl aire Goldm an
Warren & Li nda Goodsmit h
Richard Greenstein & Claudia 
     Tesoro
Mik e Gross
Dorothy C. Guy
Ann e B. Hagele & Ken Kolodziej
Loi s Ann Handr ich
Joy Harbeson
Violet Hay
Robin Hel ler
George & Cara Herold
Mic hael J. Hirschhorn & Jimena 
     P. Martinez
Gloria Hoffman

Kathleen Iger
Lyn ne Iser
Lyn ne Jacobs & Al an Silverblatt
Gay G. Johnson
Rosita B. Johnson
Philip  & Ann Jones
Sandy L.V. Byrd & Bessie Jordan 
     Byrd
Lyn ne Kal ish
Frances P. & Howard Kellogg
Toby Kessler & Esther Wi esner
Mic hael & Li sa Kleiner
Gayl E. Koster
June S. Krebs
Seth & Na ncy Kreimer
Hal  Kr ieger
Dena & Ed Lake
Mar y & La nce Laver
Loi s I. Lef# er
Jayne LeLand
Mr.  Wi llie  D. & The Rev. Violet 
     Litt le
Dor is Loder
Paul Mack
Roderick MacNei l
John Malin owski & Debbie 
     Frazer
Maxine Margolies
Dorothy J. Marple
Steve Masters
Rev. Kent Mat thi es & Kr istin 
     Shipl er
Melvin  Metelits
Eileen Nathanson
Adi na B. and Norman A. 
   Newberg
Joan Newhall
Marc & Phylli s Newman
Richard & Robin Nouri e
Lin da O’Gwyn n
Robert J. Osborn
Charlo tte W. Osgood
Avi va Perlo
Coleman & Il ene Poses
Jamison Preston
Joseph Price, M.D.
Evan Belser & Me gan Prunt y
Bonnie & John Raines
Dr. & Mr s. Peter Randall
Ann  & George Reath
Mar tha Repman
Sharon Rhode
Pamela J. Rich-Wheeler
Mr.  & Mr s. Wil liam Rivers Jr.
Jeanne B. Robinson
Hal  & Sue Rosenthal
Loi s & Al an Rothenberger
Jan Marie Rushforth
Judge Edward E. & Ruth  R. 
     Russell
E.D. Scearce & Il ene Klein
Rachel & Jim Schmidt
Charlo tte Schoen
Jeanette Schoen
Pat & David  Schogel
David & An ne Schure

Sydel & Bernard Seitli n
Margaret Lenzi & Stan Shapir o
Elana & Br ian Shaw
Myr na B. Shure
James Sicks & Rev. Katie Day
Laura & Ronald Siena
Vir gin ia M. Smith
Her tis Smith ey
Meredith Sonderskov
Carlyn  W. Stern
George & Debbie Stern
Shannon & Dennis Strain
Mar ion P. Stroup
Ruth Sutter
Mar ietta J. Tanner
Mar ion S. Taylor
Richard & Phylli s Taylor
David & Elaine Tepper
Betsy Platki n Teutsch & Rabbi 
     David  Teutsch
Bruce & Oeita Theunissen
Nancy Tkacs
Lin da & Frank Toia
Carol Towarnicky
Charlo tte M. Turn er
Ala n & Li sa Tut tle
Jolene Tyson
Mr.  C.A. Phillip e von Hemert
Cheryl  & Di ck Wade
Rabbis Ar thu r Waskow & Phylli s 
     Berman
Barbara and Elli ott Waters
Debra S. Weiner
Judy & Ken Weinstein
Dr. Lawrence Weisberg & 
     Rebecca Johnson
Rose Weiss
David & Betsy Wice
Kellie Gilroy & Er ic Wil den
Ala n Wi ndl e
Susan Win dle
Carol & Robert Young
Bette & Bi ll  Young
Shawn Israel Zevit
Robert & Katie Zimri ng

Congregation s/Religious 
Organizat ion s

Cecili an Center for Earth , Ar ts 
     and Spiri t
Center for the Celebration of 
     Creation
Christ Ascension Lutheran 
     Church
Church of St. Mar tin -in-the-
     Fields
Church of the Ann unciat ion
Congregation Templ e Bethel
First Presbyterian Church in 
     Germantown
Germantown Jewish Centr e
Germantown Month ly Meetin g
Grace Baptist Church of 
     Germantown
Grace Epiphany Episcopal 
     Church

Imm aculate Conception Catholic 
     Church
Lut heran Theological Seminary 
     of Phil adelph ia
Memorial Church of the Good 
     Shepherd
Mishkan Shalom
New  Covenant Church of 
     Philadelphi a
Nor thw est Philadelphi a 
     Interfaith Hospit ality 
     Netwo rk
P’nai Or Religious Fell owship
Presbyterian Church of Chestnut 
     Hill
Second Bapti st Church of 
     Germantown
Sisters of St. Joseph
St. Luke’s Episcopal Church
St. Paul’s Church
St. Vincent de Paul Church
Summit  Presbyterian Church
Uni tarian Society of 
     Germantown
Uni tarian Universalist Church of 
     the Restoration
Whosoever Gospel Mi ssion & 
     Rescue Home

Foundatio ns/Public  Agencies

Chestnut Hil l Healthcare 
     Foundation
Pennsylvania Department 
     of Communi ty & Economic 
     Development
Jewish Federation of Greater 
     Philadelphi a
Jonathan E. Rhoads Trust
Operation Good Neighbor
Princeton Univ.  Class of 1969 
     Communi ty Service

Organizat ion s/Businesses

American Friends Servi ce 
     Committ ee
C. Riv’s Precious Chi ldr en
Center in the Park
Cit izens for  Pennsylvania’s 
     Futur e
Earthcraft Landscape Gardening
Fellow ship Farm
Gilbert Print ing Servi ces
Good Schools PA
Partners for  Sacred Places
Pennsylvania School for the Deaf
Snyder, Daitz  & Co., Inc.
Uni ted Way of Southeastern 
     Pennsylvania
Weavers Way Coop 
     Envir onmental Commit tee
West Mt. Ai ry Neighbors
West Philadelphi a Child  Care 
     Netwo rk
Philadelphia Early  Child hood 
     Coll aborative



NIM B OARD  AND  STAFF

NIM  Welcomes 10 
New  Board Members

NIM  is very excited to welcome 10 
new members to its Board of Directors 
for  2007-2008.  This in# ux represents 
a broad diversity of experience and 
talent, and promises to help maint ain 
the momentum  that has dr iven many 
exciti ng new board initiati ves over the 
past few years.  

New  members of the NIM Bo ard include:

•  Erin Coryell , Director of the 
Philadelphia Regional Fund for  Partners 
for  Sacred Places. 
•  George Hatzf eld , who 
return s to NIM’s board after 
thr ee years servi ng in the Peace 
Corps in Bulgaria.  George 
is a member of Germantown 
Mennonite Church.
•  Joe Meade, Legislat ive 
Aid e to Phil adelphi a City 
Councilwo man Blondell 
Reynolds-Brown.  Joe is a 
member of Grace Bapti st 
Church of Germantown
•  And rew Plocher, Associate 
Min ister at the Presbyterian 
Church of Chestnut Hi ll . 
•  Roberto Rashid, Imam 
at Masjidull ah and Small 
Business Advisor for  AT&T.  
•  John Saraka, Mi nister at 
Christ Ascension Lutheran 
Church in Chestnut Hi ll .  
•  Kri sti n Shipl er, Spanish Teacher 
at the Shipl ey School in Bryn  Mawr.   
Kri stin is a member of the Unitarian 
Society of Germantown .
•  Ben Waxman, who is curr ently 
wor kin g in communi ty development in 
Mt.  Ai ry.  
•  John Wr ight , Vice President of the 
Triumph Group.   John is a member of 
Bryn Mawr Presbyterian Church.
•  Terri Youngblut , Communi ty 
Relations/Ur ban Coord inator for the 
Lut heran Theological Seminary at 
Philadelphia.  Terri is a member of Christ 
Ascension Lutheran Church.

Everyone at NIM  welcomes these new 
board members enthusiastically,  and 
is lookin g forwa rd to their energy  and 
passion for the excitin g work our board 
does.

NIM  has added four new faces to its staff  
in the last couple of months, and we are 
thr ill ed to welcome them.

Brenda Au stin takes the ! nancial reins 
from long-term NIM Fi nance Dir ector 
Susan Beetle.  Brenda comes to NIM 
from the Philadelphi a Health Manag-
ment Corporation, where she served 
as Accountin g Manager and assisted 
small  nonpro! ts in need of accountin g 
assistance.  She is a Phil adelphi a nativ e 
who  says, “I am ve ry passionate about 
elimin ating the injustices that affect both 

ends of the age spectrum .  I chose NIM 
to be part of the soluti on.”  Brenda offers 
thi s quote from David J. Wol fe as part of 
her inspiration: “[ I] cried out, ‘Dear God, 
look at all  the suffering, the anguish and 
distress in the wor ld.  Why don’t  you 
send help?’  God responded, ‘I did  send 
help.  I sent you.’”

Stephen Danley, NIM’s new “Phil ly 
Fellow,” has come on board to coordi -
nate the youth  programs started by last 
year’s Phill y Fellow and NIM Co uncil 
Coordi nator Ann a Guarneri (who has 
also remained wi th us").  Stephen is a 
recent graduate of the Uni versity of 
Pennsylvania, where he earned a BA in 
Philosophy, Politi cal Science and Eco-
nomics and co-captained the basketball  
team.  Stephen says about his time so far 
at NIM , “N IM is going to be good for me 
in ways I’m only starti ng to understand. 
I’v e only been here for  a coupl e of weeks, 

but already the congregations have had 
an affect on me. It’s inspirin g to work 
wit h people so passionate about their 
faith. The pride of the congregations in 
their beliefs is constantly  pushing me to 
reexamine mine.”  

Mil lie  Of ray has been wor kin g for over 
a month now as NIM’s new Volun teer 
Ombudsman Coord inator.  She comes 
to us from Homelink , where she gained 
extensive experience wor kin g wi th older 
adults.  Mi llie  feels that wor kin g for NIM 
allows her to ful!  l two  of her passions.  

“Th rough the unique, reputable 
and highly vi sible Ombudsman 
Program I am able to advocate for 
vul nerable older adult s in long-
term care facili ties to impr ove 
their qualit y of care and quality 
of lif e. At the same tim e, NIM  
has made accommodations and 
provid ed a # exible work envi-
ronment that allow s me to ful! ll  
my responsibili ties as a worki ng 
mother [of a 7-month-old  son], 
and nurtu re my family  relat ions.”

Ale xandra Patterson, who 
recently earned her BS in Early  
Chi ldh ood Education from the 
Uni versity of Delaware,  joins 
NIM  as Coordi nator of our Early  

Chi ldh ood Resource Room.  Alex-
andra is lookin g forwa rd to thi s work 
“because it provid es me wit h the oppor-
tun ity  to supp ort  those who are involved 
in the lives of young child ren, in prov id-
ing the best qualit y of care.  It is my hope 
that the Resource Room wi ll  conti nue to 
be a link between research about chil-
dren and ! eld practice. I also hope to 
spread the word about what is avai lable 
in the resource room and to impr ove 
the quality of service offered. Thanks to 
everyone who  has helped me learn the 
ropes, and thanks also to those who  have 
welcomed me war mly. I look forward to 
wor kin g wi th you all"”   See back page for 
more about the Resource Room.)

NIM  is excited to welcome these four 
talented and wonderfu l people to our 
staff.  Each of them is already provi ng 
themselves to be great addit ions to our 
professional and committ ed team"

New NIM staff:  Brenda, Mil lie, Alexandra and Stephen

Welcome New NIM St aff !
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18th An nual Assembly  Honors Local Peacemakers
NIM ’s Ann ual Assembly, held on June 
7 at the Germantow n Jewish Centr e, 
brought out over 250 communi ty 
members to praise peacemakers from 
their congregations and to honor Rabbi 
Art hur  Waskow w ith  the 2nd annual 
Rev. Richard R. Fernandez Relig ious 
Leadership award.  

Rabbi Waskow, who founded the Shalom 
Center in Mt. Air y in 1983, spoke about 
the historic place of 
Nor thw est 
Philadelphia 
in struggles 
for  social and 
economic 
justice.  
From the 
! r st protest 
against 
slavery in 
1688, to the 
wor k of 
Germantow n 
and Mt. Ai ry 
residents 
against racial 
injustice in 
the ‘50s and ‘60s, to the eco-
justice, anti-w ar and gun 
control campaigns being led 
by residents today, Northwest 
Philadelphia has played an 
imp ortant lead role in work ing for peace 
and equality.  

Rabbi Waskow, both thr ough the Shalom 
Center and pr ior  to its foundi ng, has 
wor ked to brin g Jewish and other 
spirit ual thought int o the movement for 
peace and justice for  over 40 years.

NIM  also honored eighteen local 
residents wi th their annual Communi ty 
Service Award, for their peacemaking 
efforts in the commun ity.  Honorees 
included:

• Eli zabeth Bertolet , of Germantown 
Mennonite Church
•  Vio la Wri ght  Bethea, of The First 
Presbyterian Church of Germantown .
•  Reverend Fred Brako, of New 
Covenant Church of Phil adelphi a.
•  Carrol l and Joseph Cl ay, of the 
Church of St. Vin cent de Paul.
•  Cheryl  Cutrona, of the Germantow n 

VOLUNTEERS  
NEEDED

Jewish Centr e.
•  Nancy Dearden, of the Uni tarian 
Society of Germantown .
•  Sister Nancy Fitzgerald , of the Sisters 
of St. Joseph and the Cecil ian Center for 
Earth, Art and Spiri t.
•  Sandra J. Fult on, of the Uni tarian 
Uni versalist Church of the Restoration.
•  Paul Ma ck, of the Uni tarian 
Uni versalist Church of the Restoration.
•  Reverend Sharli ne Ful ton , of the 
Church of St. Mar tin -in-the-Fields.

•  Rich Gardn er, of the First 
Uni ted Methodist Church of 
Germantow n.
•  Joy Harbeson, of St. Paul’s 
Episcopal Church.
•  Dor is Hol mes-Mi ll er, of 
the Germantown Commun ity  
Presbyterian Church.

•  Mar y Day Ke nt, of the Chestnut Hil l 
Friends Meeting.
•  Judy Kl eppel, of Mishkan Shalom.
•  Kyo ko Mak ino , of Chestnut Hi ll  
Uni ted Methodist Church.
•  Imam Roberto Rashid , of 
Masjidull ah.
•  Reverend Dr.  Cheryl Wade, of Second 
Baptist Church.

Special thanks to Rabbi Leonard 
Gordon of the Germantown Jewish 
Centre, Rev.Andrew Plocher, of the 
Presbyterian Church of Chestnut 
Hil l, and Rev. Chester McCall , of 
the Unitarian Universalist Church of 
the Restoration, for their words and 
prayers.  Much gratit ude to the sponsors 
who  helped defray the cost of the 
delicious food, and to NIM staff  for their 
assistance in making the 18th Ann ual 
Assembly another successful  communi ty 
event"

Left - Rabbi Arthur Waskow, 
Below - This year’s Honorees

Lookin g for a good way to help others 
others?  Interested in imp rov ing the 
qualit y of l ife for seniors in long-term 
care residences?  NIM’s volun teer 
Ombudsman Program needs you"

Ombudsmen educate personal care 
and nursing home residents, family  
and staff about resident rights, resident 
care, resident dig nit y and quality of lif e 
issues.

These cit izen advocates are instumental 
in helping NI M’s professional 
ombudsman staff by conducting 
regular unannounced facil ity  visits and 
attending month ly Resident Council 
meetin gs.  They commun icate regularly  
wit h the Volun teer Coord inator, 
identi fyi ng and repor tin g issues that 
may affect the wel l being of long term 
care consumers or may requir e further 
discussion wi th professional staff.

NIM ’s Long Term Care Ombudsman 
program advocates on behalf of residents 
in northw est and northeast Philadelphi a.  
NIM  ombudsmen annuall y resolve more 
than 400 quality of care, qualit y of l ife, 
and residents rights compl aints and 
respond to 800 inqui ries about rights, 
placement, and communi ty services.

For more inf ormation, or to volun teer, 
contact Volun teer Ombudsman 
Coordi nator Mil lie Ofray at mofray@
nim -phila.org, or 215-843-5600, ext 123.

Save Money, 
Save the Planet!

Come to NIM’s second annual Energy 
Ef! ciency Workshop on Sunday, 
Nov ember 4th, from 2-4 PM.

Co-sponsored by PennFuture and 
the Pennsylvania Int erfaith Climate 
Change Campaign, and presented by 
And y Rudin  of the Interfaith Coalition 
on Energy, this year’s workshop wi ll  
offer many helpf ul tip s for how to 
save money for yourself and your 
congregation wh ile savin g the planet"

Participants wi ll  receive a free compact 
# uorescent lig htbulb.  For more 
inf ormation, visit www .nim-phil a.org 
or call Eric Wil den at 215-843-5600, 
extension 104.



Non-pro" t Org.
U.S. Postage

PAID
Philadelphia,

PA
Permit No. 855

NIM  s!Early! Childhood!Resource !Room of fer s 
comprehensive servi ces to s upport  quality programming 

for  child ren fr om bir th to age eight , including:
•  A Le nding Librar y, wit h educatio nal to ys, 

materi als, and ot her  re source s.
•  Ac cess to a l aminator,  die-cut machine, and art wa xer .

•  Make and Take Wor kshops for ed ucator s.
•  Fr ee and inexpensive mater ials for 
classrooms and child  care programs.

Resource!Room!Fall!Ho urs

Wednesday and Fr iday
11:00  AM to 5: 30 PM

Too busy to visit dur ing the we ek?
We will also be open the fo llowing 
Sat urd ays fr om 10 AM to Noon:

September  22
Oct ober 20
November 4
December 1

Need help wit h a speci! c  pr oje ct?   Give us a call  or s end 
an email,  and we will  ident ify  re levant  Resource  Room 
materi als for you to u se.  Ju st pick th em up at your 

next vis it"

Call 215-8 43- 560 0, Ext ension 112, 
or email apatt erson@nim-phila.org.

SAVE!THE!DA TES"""

The fo llowing NIM -sponsored 
events  are coming soon. 

November 4th , 2-4 PM
Energy  Ef ! c iency Wor kshop
St.  Paul#s Episcopal Church

(see inside th is Memo for mo re inf ormati on)

November 20
5th  Annual

Int erf ait h Th anksgiving Servi ce

January 20, 20 08
25t h Annual

Rev. Dr. Ma rti n Luthe r Ki ng, Jr.
Int erf ait h Celebrat ion

Mt.  Ai ry Church  of G od in Christ

January 21, 20 08
Day of S erv ice

Sta y tu ned to o ur websit e 
(www.nim-phil a.org)  to !  nd out more"


